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We fulfill our mission thanks to the generosity of individuals, foundations, and corporations 
that understand the importance of protecting Nashville’s public spaces and providing free 
access to enriching arts and educational programs in our city’s central park.

PRO GR AM PARTNER S |  Thanks to our generous program underwriters, 
including: Advance Financial Foundation, Amazon, The ASCAP Foundation Bart Howard 
Fund, BMI, Central Park Conservancy, The Community Foundation of Middle Tennessee, 
Ensworth, First Horizon Foundation, Gresham Smith, Humanities Tennessee, Integrum 
Wealth, Jackson, Kroger, LightWave Solar, Lipman Brothers, Lightning 100, Memorial 
Foundation, Nashville Convention and Visitors Corp, Nashville Electric Service, Nashville 
Predators Foundation, National Endowment for the Arts, NCA, Piedmont, Pinnacle 
Financial Partners, Regions, Republic Services, Sandra Schatten Foundation, SouthArts, 
Stringfellow, Piedmont, Tennessee Arts Commission, The Roots Barn, Waste Management

GAL A UNDERWRITER S |  Amazon, Clair Global, Outdoor Lighting Perspectives 
of Nashville, Lipman Brothers, HCA Healthcare/Tristar Health, The Hermitage Hotel, Sandra 
Schatten Foundation, Pinnacle Financial Partners, Please Be Seated, Vanderbilt University,  
W Hotels, Waller Law, Janet & Jim Ayers, Sara & Clay Bradley, Andrea Conte & Phil Bredesen, 
Melinda & John Buntin, The CHP Group, Beth & Richard Courtney, Elizabeth Tannenbaum & 
Carl Dreifuss, Karen Elson, Donna & Jeffrey Eskind, Laurie & Steven Eskind, Jennifer & Billy 
Frist, Gail Danner Greil, Tina & Mike Hodges, Denise & Jeffrey Hopmayer, Rob Turner & Jay 
Jones, Lee Pratt & Neil Krugman, Trish & James Munro, Ellen Martin & Gerald Nadeau, Leah 
& Jim Sohr, Shirley & Stuart Speyer, Leslie & Barry Stillman, Hope Stringer, Judy & Steve 
Turner, Laura Turner, Josephine VanDevender & Giles Ward, Jerry & Ernie Williams 

GAL A PATRONS |  LeeAnn & George Anderson, Clare Armistead, Jan & Brian 
Babiak, Melinda & Jeff Balser, Mara Papatheodorou & Jim Berkeley, Barbara & Jack 
Bovender, Sara & Richard Bovender, Jessica Boyd, Colleen Bracken, Tooty Bradford, Ann & 
Frank Bumstead, Marianne & Andrew Byrd, John Cain III, Debbie & Fred Cassetty, Karmyn 
& Christopher Conk, Mary & Charlie Cook, Katie & Kevin Crumbo, Josephine & John 
Darwin, Anne Davis & Karl Dean, Nick Dryden, Annette Eskind, Betty & Brendan Finucane, 
Jacqueline Fisher, Karyn Frist, Bruce Gold, Alice & Max Goldberg, Carlana & Aubrey 
Harwell, Nancy Peterson Hearn, The Hermitage Hotel, Marci & Stephen Houff, Rebecca & 
John Howard, Jennifer & Tom Johnston, Robin & Bill King, Ellen & Michael Levitt, Travilyn 
Livingston & Randall Talmadge, Brooks & Bert Mathews, Vickie & Howard Mertz, Karen & 
Bruce Moore, Paula Van Slyke & LeRoy Norton, Libby & Ben Page, Nan Parrish, Dee & Anand 
Patel, Priya & Ashish Patel, Sylvia Rapoport, Peggy & Dudley Richter, Anne Roos, Laurie & 
Jim Seabury, Julie & Ben Sistrunk, Eric Cook & Jason Somerville, Christi Turner

D ONOR S & MEMBER S |  Thanks to our many generous donors and members, 
including: Tara & Ben Armistead, Linda Gay Blanc & Marshall Peterson, Ann & Frank 
Bumstead, Melinda & John Buntin, Marshall Chapman, Eric Cook & Jason Somerville, 
Charlotte Covington, Anne Davis & Karl Dean, Chris Dawson, Annette Eskind, Laurie & 
Steven Eskind, Donna & Jeffrey Eskind, Lea & John Hackett, Carlana & Aubrey Harwell, 
Lucy & Jeff Haynes, Melanie & Douglas Hirt, Tina & Michael Hodges, Erin & Tim Hughes, 
Jay Jones & Rob Turner, Dorothy Keenan, Robin & Bill King, John Lee, Trish & John Lindler, 
James McKanna, Vickie & Howard Mertz, MSB Cockayne Fund, Teresa & Michael Nacarato, 
Linda & Don Norman, Marian Ott & Craig Philip, Pamela & David Palmer, Lee Pratt & Neil 
Krugman, Christy & Phillip Robinson, Margaret Robertson, Melissa & Philip Russ, Beverly 
& Irvin Small Foundation, Henry Laird Smith Foundation, Elizabeth & James Stadler, Ellen & 
John Tighe, Candy Toler &  Bob Day, Water Lantern Festival

CENTENNIAL PARK RE VITAL IZ ATION SUPP ORTER S |  Thank you 
to the HCA Healthcare Foundation and generous Capital Campaign, Maintenance Fund, 
and Parthenon Preservation Fund supporters, including: AEG Presents, Amazon, American 
Paper & Twine, Anonymous, Tom Black, Bank of America, BrickTop’s, Melinda & John Buntin, 
Scott Chambers, Sandy & Dean Chase, Andrea Conte & Philip Bredesen, CoreCivic, William & 
Catherine DeLay, Lucy & Jeff Haynes, Nancy Peterson Hearn, Clint Higham, Denise & Jeffrey 
Hopmayer, Ruthie Keene, William B. King, Trish & John Lindler, Robert Lipman, Brooks 
& Bert Mathews, Vickie & Howard Mertz, Mid-South Wire, MSB Cockayne Fund, 
Trish & James Munro, Nashville Electric Service, Sandra Schatten Foundation, 
Lisa & Michael Shmerling, Somerville-Cook Donor Advised Fund

THANK YOU TO OUR 2021 SUPPORTERS
A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT

Dear Centennial Park Conservancy Family,

Over the past two years, each of us has experienced unique challenges 
requiring us to adapt in how we respond to an ever changing world. This 
holds true at Centennial Park Conservancy, where we’ve creatively addressed 
these challenges while collaborating across public and private sectors to improve 
our city’s central park and enrich the lives of people who visit it.

In my role, I’m fortunate to witness firsthand the deep value Centennial Park 
plays in the life of our city and its people: Its reliable promise of open green space 
and unmatched free offerings in the arts and education. Through your financial 
support, we have delivered on that promise by revitalizing the Park, supporting 
our city’s iconic landmark, presenting accessible and inclusive programming, and 
providing equitable opportunities for artists across race, gender, and genre. All of 
this was made possible by you, our partners and supporters. We are only able to 
fulfill our mission because of your generosity, and we’re grateful we can count on 
you to enrich the lives of so many Nashvillians.

As we look forward to a fourth decade supporting Metro Parks, we remain 
committed to protecting our city’s beloved central park and sustaining its vibrancy. 
Growing constraints on public funding have made it further evident that our 
public-private partnership with Metro Parks is essential to sustain the Park and 
Parthenon’s future as world-class public spaces. 

In 2020, we embarked on a strategic journey to strengthen our capacity to meet the 
growing needs of the Park and Parthenon over the next decade. We established 
the Centennial Park Maintenance Fund and Parthenon Preservation Fund to help 
Metro Parks care for these local treasures. We created an Equitable Engagement 
Committee to foster an inclusive public space by looking at everything we 
do through an equity lens. And we were selected as one of four park support 
organizations across the U.S. to participate in Central Park Conservancy’s 
Institute for Urban Parks Partnerships Lab. Over the past year, we partnered with 
the Institute to analyze our operations, solicit input from our key stakeholders, and 
create strategic focus areas and objectives that will ensure we fulfill our mission 
going forward.

Centennial Park has been an essential part of our city for more than a century. The 
Park is central to life in Nashville, and thanks to your partnership and support, it 
remains a constant source of inspiration, respite, and connection—and serves as 

the place where Nashville grows.
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John Tumminello  
President



MUSICIANS CORNER

•	 Supported local families by presenting 100 free children’s 
events and StoryBook Walks to an audience of over 10K 
people in the Park and the Parthenon 

•	 Served families visiting the Parthenon by underwriting 30K 
Kidsville Guide to the Parthenon booklets

•	 Served children throughout Nashville by presenting 40 
Kidsville events across our city, including Coleman, East, 
Hadley, Looby, and Sevier Park Community Centers (Funded 
in partnership with Tennessee Arts Commission)

•	 Transformed the Park’s core 19-acres through completion of the 
Great Lawn Phase (Contributed $5M in private funds in prior years)

•	 Raised an additional $1M for the upcoming Park Plaza and Event 
Pavilion Phase and began the design development process

•	 Broke ground on the new Children’s Memory Garden  
of Nashville

•	 Supported the Park’s future maintenance needs by allocating over 
$150K of revenue to the Centennial Park Maintenance Fund

THE PARTHENON

CENTENNIAL PARK RE VITALIZ ATION

•	 Supported the Parthenon’s future care by establishing the 
Parthenon Preservation Fund and raising $150K to support it

•	 Facilitated social discourse by funding 6 Parthenon exhibitions, 
including Kindred Links by Omari Booker and Henry L. Jones,  
which explores the effects of gentrification in North Nashville’s 
Black communities

•	 Enhanced the museum’s visitor experience for 250K visitors by 
underwriting new gallery lighting as well as free public WiFi and  
a corresponding audio tour 

•	 Supported 4 STEAM Expedition nights at the  
Parthenon, which offered free admission to all  
86K Metro Nashville Public School families

EQUIT Y AND INCLUSIVIT Y

KIDSVILLE

Together with Metro Parks and our generous supporters, we enhanced the Park 
and enriched our community through the following projects and programs:

•	 Established an Equitable Engagement Committee to utilize an equity 
lens to inform our decisions and ensure equitable access, inclusion,  
and narrative representation in our projects and programs

•	 Supported the development of future museum professionals by  
creating the Wesley Paine Internship Fund, with an emphasis on 
diversity, equity, and representation

•	 Supported Creative Parks Nashville by funding a historical 
marker and mural at Centennial Art Center to honor the history 
of the former swimming pool that was closed in the 1960s in 
response to an effort to integrate the pool

•	 Celebrated our planet and inspired positive environmental change 
by presenting a socially distanced festival attended by 2K people and 
giving away 500 trees (which were funded by Amazon through the 
Nashville Tree Foundation)

•	 Enacted positive change by underwriting environmental projects in 
Boyd Park, Centennial Park, Green Hills Park, Hadley Park, Hartman 
Park, Mill Ridge Park, Mullins Park, Shelby Park, and Stratford STEM 
Magnet School, and by providing support to Trap Garden to create 
educational grow kits in local communities considered food deserts

NA SHVILLE E ARTH DAY

THANK YOU

Thank you from the Centennial Park Conservancy Staff and Board to 
Metro Parks, and the many donors, members, sponsors, and partners 
who made these accomplishments a reality for our community!

STAFF |  John Tumminello, Sylvia Rapoport, Justin Branam, Kyla 
Easterday, Alex Gilbertson, Shalene France Gray, Kelsey Kingdon, 
Lesley Lane, Leah McMullin, Justin Tam

B OARD |   Tayo Atanda, Melinda Buntin, Eric Cook, Yolanda Cox-Bey, 
Rev. Dr. Judy Cummings, Rascoe Dean, Bill Dixon, David Ewing, John 
Hackett, Matthew Hargis, David Hawkins, Nancy Peterson Hearn, 
Phyllis Hildreth, Erin Hughes, Demetria Kalodimos, Andrew Kintz, Neil 
Krugman, Trish Lindler, Trish Munro, Ben Page, Mara Papatheodorou, 
Dee Patel, Mitch Patel, Ben Sistrunk, Hope Stringer, Paula Van Slyke; 
Ex Officio: Jeff Haynes, Monique Horton Odom

•	 Enriched the Nashville community by presenting 16 free 
music events to an audience of 50K people

•	 Supported local artists by paying and showcasing a diverse 
lineup of 91 performers, including 53% female-fronted acts 
and 42% fronted by a person of color

•	 Showcased local businesses by highlighting 81 unique 
vendors, including 68% woman owned and 32% owned by  
a person of color

•	 Received national recognition for Justin Branam, Musicians 
Corner’s Program Director, who was named a “Local Legend” 
by Wild Turkey and Matthew McConaughey for “keeping the 
local music scene alive” during the pandemic


